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walls 
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hiddenwallshiddenmills.org 
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Priscilla Allen deed research 
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Priscilla C. (Dyer) Allen 
Plainfield 
1790 census 
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cemeteries 

cellarholes I have seen 

old roads I have walked 

since 1972 

Arvilla Dyer 
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The ultimate result 
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Brian Hawthorne 
Creating HWHM: 
Scouting and 
MassGIS  
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Tours in Plainfield 
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A humanities-based interpretive tour or trail relates to a 
traditional history tour something like a botany outing 

relates to an ecological trail. 
 

• Based on ideas expressed as 
themes and relationships 

• About specific things or sites by 
putting them in relation to each 
other 

• Has a narrative or story that 
communicates the ideas 

• Relates itself to today, advances 
understanding of today 

• welcomes questions 

• Based on “facts” 
• Learn about specific 

things or sites one 
after the other 

• Does not necessarily 
relate itself to today 

• Leads to fact fatigue 
 

 

zzzzz 

 Can we talk 

or explore? 



Reading the constructed  landscape 
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SIGNS OF FORMER HABITATION IN “NATURE”  Day lilies, bayberry Remnants of apple orchard Old 
maple trees lining the walls  

UNDERSTANDING HUMAN USE OF NATURE: Water runs downhill except where it doesn’t: up into 
trees by capillary action (sugaring), through a pipe with some speed and force (mill flumes), 
or is under pressure (spring or artesian well). All were used on small industry farms.  

UNDERSTANDING THE CONSTRUCTION OF MILL SITES AND CELLAR HOLES: Key to a mill foundation is the 
opening for water to get out of the mill, the tail race — which might be silted in. (River Road)  

HISTORY OF TOWN DEVELOPMENT: Discovering the route of the pipeline of the Plainfield Aquaduct 
Company, which was formed in 1816  as a common enterprise. Its rights of way have shaped 
the landscape. 

HISTORY SHAPING THE LANDSCAPE: Land surveying, land grants, and divisions that shaped four 
farms over 200 years; as seen in stone walls. 

LAWS SHAPING THE LANDSCAPE  “All fences of four feet high, in in good repair, of rails … or stone 
walls; . . . shall be accounted legal and sufficient ..” 
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history of  
community 
development 

History of  
the made 
landscape 

Relevance:  
current law and 
environment 
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Instructions and practical 
information 

 Simple map 



Be ye also 

ready 

How blessed are the 

righteous when they die 
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 … Interpretive emphasis added … 
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